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The English ship Bellerophon then anchored in the Basque roads, within sight of the French vessels of war. The coast being, as we have stated, entirely blockaded by the English squadron, the Emperor was undecided as to the course he should pursue. Neutral vessels and ehasse-marees, manned by young naval officers, were proposed, and many other plans were devised.
Napoleon disembarked on the 12th at the Isle of Aix with acclamations ringing on every side. He had quitted the frigates because they refused to sail, owing either to the weakness of character of the commandant, or in consequence of his receiving fresh orders from the Provisional Government. Many persons thought that the enterprise might be undertaken with some probability of success; the wind, however, remained constantly in the wrong quarter.
Las Cases returned to the Bellerophon at four o'clock in "the morning of the 14th, to inquire whether any reply had been received to the communication made by Napoleon. Captain Maitland stated that he expected to receive it every moment, and added that, if the Emperor would then embark for England, he was authorized to convey him thither. He added, moreover, that in his own opinion, and many other officers present concurred with him, he had no doubt Napoleon would be treated in England with all possible attention and respect; that in England neither the King nor Ministers exercised the same arbitrary power as on the Continent; that the English indeed possessed a generosity of sentiment and a liberality of opinions superior even to those of the King. Las Cases replied that he would make Napoleon acquainted with Captain Maitland's offer, and added, that he thought the Emperor would not hesitate to proceed to England, so as to be able to continue his voyage to the United States. He described France, south of the Loire, to be in commotion, the hopes of the people resting on Napoleon as long as he was
off in the brig L'Epervier, and was received on board the Bellerophon with the honors due to his rank and to his misfortune. General Becker, who had orders not to quit him, attended him. The moment they came alongside the ^xnperor said to him, " Withdraw, General; I would not have it be^elieved that a Frenchman is come to deliver me into the hands of my enemies." On the IGth the JBellerophon set sail for England (Fleury de Chaboulori).s Oases, now become inn secretary, to sound the disposition of the English Admiral, to inquire whethor he. was authorized to allow him liberty to repair to England or to the United States. The Admiral answered that he had no orders; nevertheless he was ready to receive Napoleon and convey him to England, but that it was not in his power to answer whether he would obtain permission to remain there or to repair to America. Napoleon, not satisfied with this answer, caused two half-decked vessels to be purchased, with intention, under favor of night, to reach a Danish smack with which he had contrived to hold communication.
